
   This correspondence contains comments on the Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking in WT Docket No. 04-140 released on April 15, 2004.  With this 
Notice, the Commission is proposing several changes to the rules for the 
Amateur Radio Service (Part 97).  
 
   I am an amateur radio operator (call sign K3WQ) and a member of the 
ARRL. 
 
   I offer comments on only two proposed changes, both of which I 
support:  
 

(1) Reallocation of frequency privileges in the high-frequency (HF) 
bands as proposed by the ARRL (paragraphs 7 through 11):  I agree 
with the ARRL's claim that the HF sub-bands for phone 
communication are crowded, as this is consistent with what I 
observe when monitoring amateur communications.  Certainly 
allocating more spectrum for phone communication will offer some 
relief to this problem.  The ARRL also proposes eliminating the 
current �Novice sub-bands� for CW and giving Novice and Technician 
Class licensees CW privileges identical to General Class 
licensees.  This is also a reasonable change, because it would 
simplify the band plans and possibly lower the burden on the 
Commission to enforce compliance. It would also provide Novice and 
Technician Class licensees the opportunity to contact a greater 
number of other amateur operators, and therefore help to cultivate 
and maintain interest in amateur radio.  

  
(2) Revision of the Amateur Vanity Call Sign System to prohibit 

multiple applications (paragraphs 52 through 54):  I agree that 
the scarcity of preferred call signs can be used to justify 
limiting applicants to one application per call sign.  This 
restriction will not only eliminate the opportunity to create a 
biased "application lottery" in an attempt to improve the chance 
of acquiring a specific call sign, it will, for the Commission, 
eliminate the unproductive work of processing essentially 
redundant applications.   
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